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Objective: The purpose of this research is to determine the factors influencing the sports
sponsorship decision-making process, evaluate the importance and prioritization of these
factors, and ultimately provide an effective selection framework among different
financial support options in the field of sports by sponsoring companies.

Method: This research is applied in terms of purpose and is a descriptive-survey research
in terms of data collection method. In this regard, in order to understand this process more
fully, first, by reviewing the background of the research, the indicators that are effective
in choosing sports sponsorship by financial sponsors are extracted and then the most
important ones are confirmed and selected based on the expert opinion of experts in this
field. The questionnaires prepared in two stages were given to the statistical community
of'this research, consisting of marketing representatives of companies that have a history
of financial sponsorship in the field of performance sports. After the criteria were
validated by the respondents, the final criteria were weighted and ranked using the best-
worst method, one of the modern multi-criteria decision-making techniques.

Results: The factors that are effective in this field are classified into ten groups: budget
considerations, environmental factors, public relations, advertising opportunities, event
management, target market, internal factors, relevance, type and status of sponsorship.
Conclusions: By collecting expert opinions and analyzing data, the final weight of the
criteria was calculated based on the average opinions of the research experts. "Team
performance" has been logically and understandably selected as the most important
influential factor in the process of reviewing and selecting sports sponsorship programs
by sponsoring companies. "Requested budget and company financial strength" is the
second most important factor that sponsors consider in their decision-making. "Increasing
sales" and "Opportunity to create new customers" are considered as priorities of sponsors

as factors that ultimately cover financial goals.
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Introduction

The popularity of sponsorship as a form of marketing is rapidly expanding; today, sponsorship
is considered a marketing industry, the growth rate of which has been remarkable in many
countries. Given the significant growth in investment in sponsorship, many marketing managers
are changing their advertising budgets from traditional advertising options towards sponsorship
and marketing of community-based events.

Despite the increasing tendency of sports companies and organizations to dynamic sports
sponsorship interactions, there is a lack of empirical research in various sectors of this field. A
small number of studies have studied the evaluation and selection criteria of sports sponsorship,
and most of the studies have been conducted in behavioral areas and from the perspective of
consumers of the sponsored brand. While from a practical point of view, such information is
very important and decisive for both sports organizations and sponsoring companies that seek
to maximize the value of their interactions. Therefore, given the gap in studies in this field, the
present study, in order to investigate how sponsoring companies respond to the sports
sponsorship process, by identifying and prioritizing the most important criteria used by these
companies, has presented a decision-making model to help form a systematic approach to
understanding and implementing the sports sponsorship process in the country in an effective

and profitable manner.

Method

This research is based on positivist philosophy, an inductive approach, a survey strategy,
quantitative research choices, a cross-sectional time horizon, and quantitative research based
on questionnaire data collection techniques and procedures. Also, based on other categories,
this research is descriptive survey research in terms of applied purpose and data collection
method.

Given that this research aims to identify and prioritize the factors affecting the decision-making
process and selection of sports sponsorship, it is considered applied research from the
perspective of the purpose, and since the purpose of this research is to investigate and analyze
the current situation of sports sponsorship and then find the best solutions, it is descriptive
research in terms of data collection. Also, in this research, an attempt has been made to respond
to a real and existing problem through a research process, by collecting quantitative data and
using decision-making techniques; therefore, the strategy used in conducting this research is a

survey type.
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This research seeks to present a sports sponsorship decision-making model in the field of
functional sports events. So, marketing representatives of all companies that have a history of
sponsorship in this field constitute the statistical population of this research. These events
include the National CrossFit Championship, the CrossFit Open Cup, the Ready League, and
the Oxygen League.

Results

After initial interviews with scientific experts in the field of sports marketing and sports event
management, as well as executive experts including marketing representatives of sponsoring
companies, regarding the obtained indicators, and in parallel with the use of the Delphi
questionnaire, 25 approved sub-criteria in the form of 10 final criteria formed the effective
factors in the decision-making process and selection of sports sponsorship plans by applicant
companies to enter this field in Iran.

In order to evaluate and rank the identified criteria, a questionnaire related to the best-worst
method was first designed and provided to the research experts. After collecting the research
data, the opinions of each expert were analyzed.

After collecting the opinions of the experts, analyzing the data, and building a mathematical
model of the problem, the final weight of the criteria was obtained based on the average of the
opinions of the seven research experts. In fact, by using the final weight of the criteria, it can
be determined which one of the research criteria has finally gained the most weight and, as a

result, has a higher importance.

Conclusions

By collecting expert opinions and analyzing the data, the final weight of the criteria was
calculated based on the average of the research experts' opinions. "Team/Athlete Performance"”
has been logically and understandably selected as the most important influential factor in the
process of reviewing and selecting sports sponsorship programs by sponsoring companies.
"Requested budget and company financial strength" is the second most important factor that
sponsors consider in their decision-making. "Increasing sales" and "opportunity to create new
customers" are considered as priorities of sponsors, as factors that ultimately cover financial
goals. "Potential for negative reputation" is notable for scoring high as one of the most

important decision-making factors for sponsors of functional sports and bodybuilding.
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"Existence of regulatory policies and restrictive laws by official authorities" and "governing
body of the event/league candidate for support and other participating sponsors" are among the
important decision-making criteria, indicating the significant dominance of the federation and
especially the committees related to this field. Also, it seems that "the personal interest of the
sponsoring company's managers in the field of sports" is an important factor that uniquely
influences companies' decisions to sponsor functional disciplines. In addition, the two criteria
"media coverage level" and "environmental advertising opportunity at the event location,"
despite gaining a significant position and being among the most important decision-making
criteria, show less influence in the process of selecting a sports sponsorship program compared

to other similar studies and articles.
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